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A NOTE FROM THE PRESIDENT
Friends,
It was cold at the Historic Winslow House on
Dec. 2, and the daylight was short. Soon, as they
say in Nova Scotia, "As the days begin to lengthen
the cold begins to strengthen." But our treasure
stands ever proud in what will be its 318th winter.
How lucky we are to share the responsibility of keeping it whole, dry
and in good repair -- and what a responsibility it is!
As we enter 2018 we are looking to repair the roof of the oldest part
of the house -- an expensive proposition we hope to have the support
of the town of Marshfield for. We have four new and active members
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of the board of governors. I worry about museums such as ours in the
age of state-of-the-art day care at nearby casinos. But whatever
comes we must persevere, as our predecessors did. As you pore over
the inundation of end-of-year solicitations that no doubt comes your
way, please remember the Historic Winslow House if you can.
Yours ever fondly,
David A. Mittell, Jr.
President

"And although it be
not always so
plentiful, as it was at
this time with us, yet
by the goodness of
God, we are so far
from want, that we
often wish you
partakers of our
plenty."
-Edward Winslow
December 11, 1621

FROM THE DIRECTOR
What a year it has been! Throughout my first season, I have been amazed
so many times at what has been accomplished, how much I have learned,
and how much I still have ahead of me to learn and accomplish!
The 2017 season filled all corners of the museum with signs of life! We had
a live music performance in a part of the house that likely has not heard
that kind of music since the 18th century! In equal measure, our museum
was filled with the laughter and other requisite noise of children
attending our robust children’s programming featuring time-honored
favorites like Teddy Bear Picnic and brand new programs such as Music
for Minis and A Fairy Afternoon. We filled those same rooms with
intellectual discussion, and reminiscences of days gone by, of 18th century
Marshfield and Boston. We celebrated with couples beginning their
married life and gathered families together. We remembered dearly and in
some cases recently departed friends. We also made new friends whom I
hope to see again in the spring!
When you visit our museum I want you to be drawn in by the incredible
Winslow Family and their household. I want you to gain a deeper
appreciation for the importance of history, community and storytelling in
our society. I would especially love it if you decided you’d like to donate
some cash to help us keep the place in one piece. But most of all, I want
you to feel welcome. Marshfield is a wonderful, vibrant community, and I
want this historic home to represent that always.
I want to thank everyone who has supported me through my first season
as director. Thanks especially to the board of governors and the
unflappable team of volunteers who were always there when I needed
them most and to my husband, who is also a museum director at a
different museum but took time to help me get through many firsts not
least by distracting our baby so I could concentrate, as he is doing even
now as I write this. I can’t wait for the 2018 season! As we inch closer to
our 100th birthday be on the lookout for new exciting programs as well as
the return of a few classics I intend to pull from the dusty pages of our
old scrapbooks. I couldn’t be more excited, I hope you are, too!
With a Thankful Heart,
Jessica Dougherty, Director

NEWS FROM THE GARDENS
Seaside Gardeners of Marshfield, Susan Sylvester, President
A historic preservation grant proposal written by Susan Sylvester in June 2016
asked the Garden Club Federation of Massachusetts for $1000 to help
complete the next phase of the Seaside Gardeners’ work on the Perennial Flower
Garden at the Historic Winslow House. In October 2016, the $1000 grant was
received by Seaside Gardeners at the Fall Conference of GCFM.
The grant money was used to buy and plant replacement perennials in the
summer of 2017. The grant also made possible an interpretive sign (see photo)
created with help from Sydney Schultz of Signs by SYD in Marshfield. Rowland
Sylvester installed the sign by the Perennial Garden. Side supports for the pathways were purchased and will be
installed this Fall or early next Spring depending on the weather.
The Perennial Flower Garden project was made possible through the help of many people volunteering from The Historic Winslow
House Association, Seaside Gardeners, and the Garden Club Federation of Massachusetts: Jess and Aaron Dougherty, Kathleen
O’Connor, Caleb Duvoisin, Peter Krusell, Dawn Vercollone, Marcia Joyce, Lorraine Weeden, Nancy Higgins, Ruth Farrugia, Jean
Leahy, Polly and Craig Washa, Susan and Rowland Sylvester.

Past Times
Contributed by Regina Porter, HWHA Board Member
This poem (featured left) from the Christmas Revels
represents the Pagan beliefs honoring the blessing
enjoyed from the natural world.
Many of the greens we use decoratively today symbolize
the powers associated with these evergreens:

Bay: An ancient symbol of power used in wreaths worn
Under Emperor Constantine, and later Pope Julius, the
Roman Catholic Church replaced or eliminated Yule and
Pagan traditions.
Interesting to note that under Roman rule, the Pagan
beliefs were under siege. Later, during the English
Reformation, the Puritans wanted to abolish Roman
Catholic influences. In Plymouth Colony, Governor William
Bradford wrote:
“Let them keep to their houses, but there should be no
gaming or reveling in the streets.”
This put early 17th century English Christmas traditions
which may have come with the first settlers underground.
Later, our own Edward Winslow went back to England to
work for Oliver Cromwell, reforming English politics and
the Church of England; those efforts were unsuccessful
when Charles II was restored to the throne in 1660.
However, the Massachusetts General Court of 1659 forbade
“any such days as Christmas.” In the early 1700s, folks in
New England were suspect if they purchased a sirloin of
beef or the fixings for making a mincemeat pie.
In the 1830s it was business as usual in Plymouth Colony as
well as all over New England on December 25th. Soon after,
however, shopkeepers began to advertise New Year’s gifts
such as books, pens, and handkerchiefs. In 1841, a letter
sent to England spoke of the Puritan love of good eating yet
denying itself that ‘wicked papestrie’ Christmas. By the
mid-late nineteenth century, Santa Claus and all things
Dickens began to enter the scene as well as Irish traditions.
The population of Catholic and Episcopal Churches
increased and Christmas celebrations, mostly held on
Fridays, were mainly musical.
Cont'd next page.

by Roman heroes. (top left) Mistletoe: (top right) A
sacred plant of the Druids to promote peace, protect
from evil and promote fertility. Rosemary: (bottom left)
The plant of remembrance and friendship. Laurel:
(bottom right) Symbolizes honor and is a known
protector and cleanser.
Wassail "Be you hale" or be healthy, raise your cup and enjoy! Mulled
cider was a common way to share and celebrate with family,
neighbors, and friends. There are many ways to make "wassail." One
example is preserved in this late 19th century greeting card. (below)

(Continued from previous page)
The Winslow family may never have had a Christmas celebration at our Historic
Winslow House. The 17th century opposition made celebrating Christmas obsolete.
The 18th century New England toleration produced substitute celebrations of
Thanksgiving and Forefathers Day. In the 19th century, manufacturing and local
industries produced goods for sale and the immigration of Europeans re-invented old
customs. And, let us not underestimate the separation of Church and State. However,
during the Civil War, New England-born soldiers travelled to parts of the country
where Christmas was celebrated and, as it turned out, found in it a welcome release
during difficult times.
What would Edward Winslow make of Black Friday? Well, I think we know the answer.
But President Franklin Delano Roosevelt would consider it a victory. He was under
pressure to make the legal Federal Thanksgiving earlier in November to allow more
time for Christmas spending-- Thankfully, that was not approved.
Photo taken in 1699 Winslow House Winter Kitchen

On behalf of the Historic Winslow House Association Board of Governors; May you
and yours enjoy this winter season, celebrating Christmas, Hannukah, Kwanza, or the
Solstice or simply the gift of life, health and peace. We look forward to greeting you in
the spring for the 2018 season.
Regina Porter
December, 2017
Julius Prince has taken pictures at every important Winslow House event for

Julius Prince Awarded a generation. I have had the privilege of working with him not only here
but also at The Duxbury Clipper and the Duxbury Free Library. For a long
Historic Winslow House time I called him "the nicest man in Marshfield and Duxbury."
Mayflower Award
That was not inaccurate, since Mr. Prince personifies the words attributed

to William of Wykeham, the fourteenth-century chancellor of England, that
"manners makyth man." But to delimit him to two towns, or to simply being a
nice man, does not do him justice.
Julius A. Prince, Jr., grew up in Roxbury carrying a Brownie camera wherever
he went. As a young man he earned two advanced degrees. For the last 30
years he has worked as a photographer with Middlebrooks
Associates. His photographic work for the Martin Luther King Association
has taken him to New York, Baltimore, Atlanta, Albuquerque, Los Angeles,
and in 1988, to Rome.
Mr. Prince and his wife Elaine have lived in Duxbury for 44 years. His
picture-taking, much of it voluntary, has included the Bumpus Gallery in
Duxbury, the Duxbury Rural & Historical Society, the Kingston Public
Library and the Ventress Memorial Library in Marshfield.
As the great-grandson of a slave Mr. Prince brings with his kindly
manners a commitment to justice that may be fiercer than at first it seems. I
like to say that saving a treasure like the Winslow House should be joyous.
Whenever Julius is here it is joyous. Helping to give this man our special,
non-annual Mayflower Award is the greatest joy I hope to have as president
of the Association.
—David A. Mittell, Jr.,
For the Board of Governors

Helping Hands: Thanks to those who gave us the gift of their time.
2017 Volunteers
Doug Blake, Jayne Bowman, Kyle & Kyle Brennan, Virginia Hunt Burbine, Ian & Hannah
Butkowsky, Mickey Carr, Alex Cervenak, Aaron Dougherty, Henry Dougherty, Dennis & Lorraine
Guyon, Judith Johnson, Colleen Keegan, Erica Morris, Kathleen O’Connor, Julius Prince, Sally
Rothemich, Kristi Schkade, Charles Smith

If you are interested in joining us as a volunteer for the 2018 season, we would love to
have you! To learn how you can get involved please email director@winslowhouse.org.

How Can We Help?
Keeping an historic home open to the public requires lots of time and
energy. As the structure gets older, the task list gets longer. One way to help
is to lend your support in the form of a monetary donation. Here are some
ways we are working to raise funds to preserve our historic gem.

Fundraise the Roof!
This year, our greatest challenge has presented itself: Winslow House needs a
new roof. We are reaching out to you, to anyone who feels the way we do about
this house, to contribute in any way you can to help us literally keep a roof over
our heads! As of writing this we have raised less than 20% of our $10,000 goal.
Every little bit helps, even if you can't spare any money, sharing the link to our
fundraiser page to friends and family can help get the word out! If you are able
to help, please follow this link www.gofundme.com/winslowhouse.
Mail:
Checks can be mailed to:
The Historic Winslow House Association
P.O. Box 531 Marshfield, Ma 02050
Online:
PayPal Donations are accepted via our website.

Holiday Shopping:
You may also support us when you shop on Amazon this holiday season...

#StartWithaSmile at smile.amazon.com/ch/51-0147206 and Amazon donates to
Historic Winslow House Association Inc.

